Will admit students from
0-odd unrecognised
that'll clOse: govt
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MORE than 1, 000 unrecognlsed
pnvate schools across the Capital face
- imminerit closure as the government
.- gets set to.crack down on private
- ‘schools that have not applied for recog-
« nition fo]lowmg aHigh Court order.
- -The government says students af-
fected by the closure can be adjusted in

its'otn schools, but 6pponents of the

February H1gh Court order are uncon-

. The exactnumber ofunrecogmsed
. schools in Delhiisnot known — 1,517
: adéordug 10 one report, over 10,000

‘in-another — but the High Court

‘placed all under one scanner: within -
six months the Directorate of Educa-*
)oE) should identify each such
ol; which must then apply” for‘;
" the schools close down?” he asked. “It
‘can’t be denied that these'schools fill a
- gap the government’s failing to meet.”

: recogmuon

... ‘But-among the key criteria for -
recognition are ample space, qualified -

teachers and fixed pay scales (see
box), and many unrecognised schools

— largely catering to the economically -
weaker section (EWS) — look set for .

- closure.

Surveys of unrecogmsedf chools,

| are now underway, and Delhy’
" ¢ation . Secretary. Rina Ra
Newshne that many such schools:are
" “running (from) above chemical fac:
- tories, or in basements. Such scho
. should not exist. But once they are

U close down, students can be dccom-

" “modated in government schools, and

. also private schools, through the EWS -

o quota e

’ —extensmn ofland for mstanc’ -
{ On in full swing

 But fornow, umecogmsed schools('

aremfu]lswmg On thewinding lane
Lof Govmdpun, ahouse-turned-school

' is.busy luring students for- the new"" le
acadeémic year every several metres.
Dipanshi Public School, a two-storey om
house on Lane 8 in Govindpuri, also .
doubles up as the home of its prmc1—,

 what we are fighting against. What

‘dents”. “Inflicting regularisation will
deprive students of even basic educa-
‘tion;” he said; The
“are 1ot safe, and we are not expecting

_-State Public Schools Management As-

" “run only until Class VIII”, after which

" ADoE official sa1d that based on a
prehmmary analysis up to:400 un-..-
: recogmsed schools. could- be ‘recog-
nised following some minor ch ges e
- ficult to measure outcomes for stu

can be accommodated in this ground
floor classroom, in a space approxi-
mately 10 metres squared. ‘
“Crammmg students into'a small*
space in dangerous environments and
offermg a sub-standard education are

about child rights?” asked advocate
Ashok Agarwal, who-first moved the .
court against ill-equipped unrecog-
nised schools in 2005. *

. But for a growing group of ac-
tivists, education in a substandard
classroom is better than no education
at "all. Counsel - for unrecognised
schools, R M Sinha, said such schools
cater pnmanly to the “poorest stu-

eir homes in slums

them to become doctors or lawyers.”
RC Jain, president of the Delhi

sociation, said unrecognised schools

students go onto recognised schools, |
mandatory for Board examinations, |

" Jain is now preparing to challenge the

High Court’s verdict in the Supreme
Court. “Where will students go when

* At Dipanshi, for instance, Goyal’
sa1d many students are ch.lldren of mi-

spons1b111ty to P
rounds and space,

nised schools th A
notschools.”.
But without empmcal data it's dif




