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The FreedoMeter
On the role of government, civil society, businesses and citizens in creating a peaceful and prosperous India!

1. Trade: National & International 
· Government allows only restricted trade across states in India and no international trade.  
· Government allows free trade across states but highly restricted international trade.  
· Government maintains current level of tariffs and quotas and trade with nations.
· Government keeps open borders with all nations and has limited quotas and tariffs.
· Government keeps open borders and no tariffs and quotas.
2. Street Vendors
· Government allows no street vending as it creates problems of congestion and crime. 
· Government strictly regulates the entry into street vending by having a licensing system and severe penalty for violation. 

· Government maintains current level of regulations with extortions and harassments.
· Government removes all licensing and allows fee-based open entry into street vending on public land. 
· Instead of the Municipal Corporation, government lets the wards do the above and auction of all excess government land and allows the private owners to decide how to manage street vendors. 
3. Environment: Forests 
· Government takes over ownership of all forests, evicts all tribal inhabitants and is in charge of complete management of these resources.

· Government takes over ownership of all forests, strictly regulates and enforces limited access to the tribals into the forests at a specified time. 
· Government practices Joint Forest Management, where the government owns the forests but works closely with the community to allow them access, under supervision of the Forest Department. 
· Government leases out the forests for a limited period to the tribals and allows fair use of forests
· Government gives complete ownership and management of forests to the tribals.
4.  Employment and Minimum Wage
· Government guarantees a job for every citizen.

· Government raises minimum wage and increases labour regulations to promote equity and safety.

· Government maintains minimum wage and labour regulations at current levels (strict hire and fire policy).

· Government lowers minimum wage and decreases labour regulations.

· Government abolishes minimum wage since it causes unemployment; only enforces labour contracts.

(Minimum wage makes producers hold on to only their skilled labourers. The immediate effect of the minimum wage is that unskilled labourers lose their jobs and the chances of the unemployed getting jobs become slimmer.) 

5. Government in Business
· Government operates public sector in all areas to promote national economic and social goals.

· Government promotes national goals by maintaining a large public sector and controlling the private sector through extensive use of subsidies, tax breaks, regulations, and tariffs.

· Government maintains current level of mix of public-sector and private enterprises 

· Government gets out of non-strategic sectors like airlines, bread factory and allows a high degree of private participation in those sectors through lessor regulation. 

· Government gets completely out of business in all sectors.
6. Taxation
· Government increases tax rates to levels approaching 100% for superrich and redistributes in an equitable manner through poverty alleviation schemes.
· Government increases taxes and makes the system more “progressive” (tax the rich at a higher %).

· Government decreases income tax and increases consumption tax/ sales tax. 
· Government decreases all taxes and moves towards a flat tax regardless of income.

· Government cuts taxes just enough to finance core functions which only the government can perform (legal system, national defense and police) and leaves the rest, including helping the poor to private charity and business.  

7. Reservation & Freedom of Association 
· Government requires all enterprises (private and public) and schools and colleges to reserve 50% of its seats permanently on the basis of caste. 
· Government requires all enterprises (private and public) and schools and colleges to reserve 25% of its seats permanently on the basis of caste. 

· Government requires all enterprises (private and public) and schools and colleges to reserve 25% of its seats for a short period on the basis of caste. 

· Government requires permanent reservation of 25% only public sector and government-run schools and colleges and the private businesses and educational institutions are free to associate.  

· Government does not have the power to require any reservation and has to respect the individual’s right to freedom of association in all walks of life.    
(Freedom of association: Right to hire employees and enroll students as per their preference and choices instead of criteria imposed by an external agency) 

8. Public Services (such as garbage, telephones, electricity, roads)

· Government is the monopoly producer and financer of all public services and by law does not allow any private party in the provision of these services.
· Government is the main producer and financer of all public services and allows some private players with limited competition. 

· Government is the producer and financer of public services only for those who cannot afford to pay for them and allow competition and choice to the citizens with purchasing power to select services from a wide range of service providers.  

· Given inefficient delivery, government only provides finance for public services and contracts out the production to private players for those who cannot afford to pay for them and allows private players to pay and provide for those with adequate purchasing power.
· Government is completely out of production and financing of public services and consumers have complete freedom to choose from the best and cheapest private service provider.  
(Production vs Financing: Production means that the government finances as well produces the service, such as running schools, PDS, garbage collection.  Financing would mean that the government only finances the services and the management is out of government’s hand)

9. Drugs
· Government bans all drugs and executes people convicted of consuming and trafficking drugs.

· Government steps up efforts to fight the drug war with stiffer sentences, increased use of civil forfeiture, and greater power to intrude on personal freedom.

· Government maintains current efforts to fight the drug war.

· Government legalises marijuana and softer drugs and bans only hard drugs (like opium and heroin). It also regulates quality and sale to minors.  
· Government repeals laws prohibiting possession, sale, and use of drugs and gives people the choice to consume and take responsibility for their actions. 
10. Personal Safety

· Government prohibits people from practicing all potentially risky behaviour (including smoking, taking drugs, alcohol consumption, handgliding, and eating fatty foods).

· Government does not prohibit but increases regulations to protect people from themselves. 

· Government maintains current level of safety regulations like seat belt laws, helmet laws, speeding laws, smoking warnings.

· Government removes penalties and regulation, but discourages risky behaviour through taxation (high tax on cigarettes, pan, alcohol, cars).
· Government does not penalize people, it allows people to take responsibility for their own safety.

11. Sexual Activity (Commercial and Private)  
· Government bans all commercial sexual activity (prostitution, pornography, strip clubs) as well as unconventional private activity (homosexuality). 
· Government bans only all commercial sexual activity, has strict criminal penalty for violation, but allows considerable degree of freedom of private activity (homosexuality). 
· Government maintains current level of loose regulation of the sex industry.
· Government legalizes prostitution, recognizes the right of livelihood of the sexworkers, but regulates entry and defines health codes. 
· Government makes no regulations, the sexworkers regulate themselves and consenting adults have full legal sexual freedom.

12. Freedom of Expression 
· Government has the direct authority to ban all expression (films, theatre, books, speech) it considers obscene, indecent, discriminatory or inflammatory. 

· Government makes exceptions to complete ban for artistic purposes through a Screening Committee.  

· Government appoints a Censor Board to certify films, theatre, books and speech and give authorization for public viewing. 

· Government only rates films, theatre, books and speech and requires the ratings to be publicized.  
· Government does not control any form of expression and lets the people decide what they want to see, read and hear. 
13. Generally speaking, people are:

· Fragile and in need of assistance.

· Largely irresponsible and dishonest and therefore in need of strong and effective regulation. 

· Somewhat responsible and honest, but in need of strong leaders.

· Largely responsible and honest, but in need of some basic regulation.
· Responsible, resilient and self-governing. 
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