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MAGINE having your own

radic smoon on campus

where you can walk in any

nme o ask for your favourie
msic, share some impormant local
event or chat with your nesghiyour
who's now become 3 star. Currenidy,
if you wish to esmblich a campus
radin, chances are you'll be shumni
by the time you get an OK from the
government.

Radio has pethaps (in spite of s
versatihity, Hexibility and economical
ownership) not been fully uolized as
an educstional medivm. Indsa bas so
far prven stcp-motherly treatment o
public service, commumry, educa-
oonal and development broadeast
networks. 'When compared m the
expenences of USA,
Canada,  Australia
Chinpa and coven
Philippines, usc of
mulio for educanon is
disregarded  despate
betng a relanvely sum-
pler medium than
television. The sta-
Hons act a5 2 madio
mtor for stodents,
address ethnic com-
munaties s groups,
and ascertain their
needs.

CMOR Winnipeg in Canada is a
dosed-cirouat campus radio in Red
River College. Such campus chan-

ncls are common in Amencan and
Canadian universines. Most of the
channels are student run. In some
countnes ke Aostrala, radio centers

can be set up for a short penod of
ome by omganizers of any event
Borrowing this concept we might be
ahie to set up channcls for our col-
kege fests, in the furare!

The basic difference berween
communiry radio and povare FM =
the range. For an assured stereo
quality the larter can be heard within
a 35-klometre radhs wheress the

community rado has a 5-klometre
range. The heensimg procedure also
differs for both forms, commooabicy
being the comphcatedness with
which they are obtained. Presenty,
the few commumity channels dhat
exist cannot advertise while the pn-
vate FM channels can!

Today, in India, only recognised
educational insnutons (sponsored

Soon?

by dther the sedevant Smic educs-
ton mimstry of the cenmmal homan
FESOUICEs MNNUSITY) may apply, o
start smbons with a reach of
approxamarcly 3 kon madius. Dellu
College of Enpneenng{INCE) sm-
dents are plnning w set-up their
orem campus channel but reabise thar
there is many a ship berween the cup
and the lip! The Indrapeastha
[l:ﬂ:gl: for Women was pl:l.rm.i:ug i
channel of their own, but a semor
professor told TCP that, “nothing 1=
happeng nght now on this front.”

because of the number of approvals
required. Applicants are expected to
get cdearances from ministry  of
information and broadcasung,
Prasar Bharan, and the ministmes of
home affairs, communication and
human esoonoes Elr.'i’:lupn:l:nt In
the case of Mana Radio, a commu-
nity radio project m Oravakal,
Andhes Pradesh 29 government
depariments were equined © give
ciearance! One needs to pay a spec

trum beence fee, get frequency allo-
cated, set up the necessary broadeast
facilines and obemin 3 wircless oper-
ating boence  And all these dear-
ANCES CoMe 3t 2 snail's pace.

The tme has come w free the
madio waves for the student soronity
on this Independence Day. Mr Jaipal
Reddy, are you listening? L




