Colloquium on Property Rights: Law, Liberty & Livelihood
15-17 July 2011: The Resort, Mumbai

Concept Note

In the wake of the recent spur in Naxalite activities, and increasing protests over land acquisitions across the country, property rights have emerged as an important aspect of the development dialogue in India. Though in India property right was recognized as a fundamental right in the Constitution at its inception in 1950, and remained in the book till 1978, there has been a gradual erosion of property rights. As Singur and Nandigram have shown, land has also become a political tool and can affect electoral outcomes. Majority of cases in the courts relate to land. From dismal state of land records to distorted taxes and fees, land transactions are one of the major sources of bribery and corruption. Management of urban space in India’s cities is becoming a major challenge as conflicts over use of the space are increasing day by day. There is thus an urgent and pressing need to understand the implications of the lack of ownership and access to land and the role of the state, markets and the individual in an emerging economy like India.

In overlooking issues related to property rights, has a crucial element in creating a free and equal society been neglected? Are SEZ’s just another smoke-screen for what could potentially be a nation wide land-grab? Is a one-time monetary compensation sufficient when private land is acquired for public use? Are we struck out when it comes to managing our urban space? In its bid for greater economic growth, is the state holding back on efforts to empower the weaker sections of society like the rural farmers and the tribals? Are there any global innovative approaches that properly balance the rights and role of the state, markets and the citizens over land? 

Taking these questions as the starting point, the Centre for Civil Society (CCS) in partnership with the Friedrich Naumann-Stiftung für die Freiheit, is hosting “Colloquium on Property Rights : Law, Liberty & Livelihood” at The Resort, Mumbai, on 15-17 July, 2011. Spread over a course of three days, this colloquium will attempt to analyse the global historical evolution of property rights, the journey of the land reforms movement as well as important trends that have emerged within the domain of property rights in India such as land acquisition, property rights of street entrepreneurs, forest rights of tribals, customary rights over agricultural land, land titling and transfer of property. 

Taking into consideration the feedback we received from participants at our previous colloquia, this Colloquium will have a more focussed and theme-centric approach. A set of original works based on the theme of property rights will be distributed via-email well in advance and serve as a starting point for discussion. The exchange of ideas will be facilitated by moderators chosen to lead the discussion. The Colloquium will challenge participants to examine, refine, and extend their own ideas in the company of inquiring colleagues who also are interested in questions of property rights. 
The Colloquium aims to facilitate a meaningful exchange of ideas to better understand the issue of property rights within the socio-economic milieu of India today. The participants will get a chance to integrate new ideas into their approach to various dimensions of property rights as well as apply their approach to current challenges and strategise for its implementation. 

Venue: The Resort
11, Madh-Marve Road, Aksa Beach, Malad (West), Mumbai – 400 095
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